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This  patient  came  under  my  care  about  eight  years  ago,  with  the  following  history :  He  was 
thirty-four  years  of  age.  At  the  time  of  his  birth  his  mother  was  attended  by  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  physicians  of  the  town  in  which  she  lived,  who  pronounced  the  child  a  girl.  Between  the  age 
of  twelve  and  fourteen,  however,  he  found  by  his  own  observation  that  he  differed  from  other  girls  of 
his  acquaintance,  and  calling  his  mother’s  attention  to  it,  she  consulted  a  physician,  who,  after  making 
an  examination,  informed  her  of  the  nature  of  the  deformity,  and  assured  her  that  the  child  was  a 
male.  The  parents  proving  to  be  too  ignorant  to  properly  comprehend  the  difficulty,  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  assurance  of  their  physician  to  the  contrary,  continued  in  the  belief  that  the  child  was  a 
female,  and  in  consequence  made  no  change  in  his  apparel.  As  a  result  of  this  stupidity  on  the  part 
of  his  parents  and  his  own  modesty  and  want  of  courage,  together  with  an  amount  of  religious  super¬ 
stition  seldom  met  with,  he  has  grown  to  his  present  age,  still  wearing  the  garb  of  his  mistaken  iden¬ 
tity,  and  passing  as  a  female  among  his  acquaintances ;  although  he  is  aware  that  it  is  generally  whis¬ 
pered  about  the  town  by  many  who  know  him  that  he  is  an  hermaphrodite. 

He  bears  a  female  name,  and  when  he  consulted  me  at  my  office  his  appearance  was  more  that 
of  a  man  than  a  woman.  His  form  was  strong  and  masculine,  height  about  five  feet  six  inches,  and 
his  walk  and  actions  were  decidedly  those  of  a  male.  He  wore  his  hair  long  and  in  the  style  usually 
affected  by  females  of  his  position  in  life,  but  lie  also  said  that  he  had  a  beard  which  he  was  obliged  to 
shave  every  morning  in  order  to  escape  detection. 

His  occupation  is  one  usually  performed  by  males,  and  although  he  is  a  skilled  workman  he 
receives  only  the  compensation  usually  paid  females. 

Upon  examination  I  found  that  he  was  suffering  from  the  congenital  deformity  called  hypospa¬ 
dias  of  the  third  degree.  The  corpora  cavernosa  and  glans  penis  seemed  to  be  well  developed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  meatus.  The  corpus  spongiosum  and  urethra  consisted  only  of  a  gutter  lined 
throughout  with  mucous  membrane,  commencing  at  the  glans  penis  and  ending  at  the  junction  of  the 
penis  with  the  scrotum.  The  scrotum  was  cleft  or  divided  into  two  lobes,  each  containing  a  well- 
developed  testicle.  In  addition  to  this  he  had  a  bubonocele  of  each  side. 

Upon  lifting  the  penis  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  as  represented  in  the  accompanying 
cut,  which  was  drawn  for  me  at  the  time  by  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Wright,  anatomical  artist,  of  this  city, 
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it  seemed  as  though  a  simple  division  of  the  cutaneous  tissue  would  be  sufficient  to  permit  the  straight¬ 
ening  of  the  organ.  I  recommended  that  this  operation  be  performed,  but  told  him  that  it  was  ex¬ 
tremely  unlikely  that  I  would  be  able,  owing  to  the  extreme  degree  of  the  malformation,  to  increase 
^  the  length  or  efficacy  of  the  deficient  urethra.  I  advised  him  to  enter  the  hospital,  but  here  a  num- 
1  her  of  difficulties  presented  themselves.  He  could  not,  of  course,  enter  a  female  ward,  being  a  male ; 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  could  he  be  put  in  the  male  ward  still  clad  in  the  garments  of  the  other  sex, 
and  these  he  objected  to  laying  aside,  as,  he  claimed,  that  he  would  not  like  to  return  to  his  home, 
even  after  an  operation,  dressed  as  a  man  after  having  passed  so  many  years  as  a  woman.  Then  too, 
even  though  the  curvature  of  his  penis  were  corrected,  unless  it  was  found  to  be  possible  to  so 
increase  the  length  of  the  urethra  that  it  should  end  at  or  near  the  point  where  the  meatus  should 
have  existed,  he  would  not  be  able  to  micturate  without  assuming  a  sitting  or  squatting  position ; 
and  he  declared  that  the  feminine  vestments  in  view  of  that  necessity  were  more  convenient  than 
those  of  the  male.  He  also  felt  that  he  could  not  then  spare  the  time  necessary  for  the  operation,  as 
his  aged  father  and  mother  were  both  dependent  upon  him  for  support. 

Ilis  sexual  desires  were  very  strong,  and  were  a  source  of  almost  constant  annoyance  to 
him,  as  he  associated  continually  with  females,  but  he  had  never  made  an  attempt  at  sexual  inter¬ 
course  for  fear  of  exposing  his  true  condition.  Some  time  ago  he  wrote  asking  the  advisability  of 
castration,  with  a  view  to  putting  an  end  to  his  sexual  appetite,  and  he  stated  at  that  time  that  he 
suffered  from  lascivious  dreams  and  emissions. 

His  erections  were  imperfect,  the  penis  making  almost  a  complete  curve,  so  that  the  glans 
pointed  almost  to  the  scrotum. 

The  case  was  seen  and  examined  at  the  time  of  this  visit  by  Drs.  T.  G.  Thomas  and  T.  M. 
Markoe,  of  this  city. 

This  case,  although  not  presenting  an  unusual  deformity,  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that  the 
patient  has  all  his  life  passed  as  a  female.  The  deformity  itself  \ s  due  to  an  arrest  of  development  of  the 
genital  organs  during  foetal  life.  The  genital  furrow  which  exists  in  the  foetus  has  not  entirely  closed 
so  as  to  form  the  urethra.  The  development  of  the  corpus  spongiosum  has  also  been  arrested,  and  this 
gives  rise  to  that  curvature  of  the  penis  which  is  so  difficult  to  overcome  successfully  by  an  operation. 

The  deformity  may  exist  in  three  degrees : 

First.  Where  the  opening  of  the  urethra  is  just  behind  the  frenum. 

Second  Where  it  is  between  the  frenum  and  scrotum. 

Third.  Where  it  exists  just  at  the  junction  of  the  penis  with  the  scrotum. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  these  cases  the  plan  to  be  adopted  depends  upon  the  degree  ot  the 
malformation.  Cases  of  the  first  and  second  degree  are  frequently  amenable  to  operative  procedures. 
The  operation  consists  in  the  establishment  of  a  urethra  in  the  direction  of  the  natural  channel,  and  to 
describe  its  details  would  require  more  space  than  is  allowed  me  for  this  article.  The  great  difficulty 
in  many  cases  is  to  overcome  the  curvature  of  the  penis,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  fibrous  structure 
covering  the  corpora  cavernosa  is  non-extensible.  Incisions  through  this  will  sometimes  enable  the 
surgeon  to  straighten  the  penis  at  the  time,  of  the  operation,  but  if  inflammation  sets  in,  and  the 
corpora  cavernosa  become  involved,  their  structure  is  likely  to  be  permanently  impaired. 

[  182  ] 


To  ttte  JVLecLtcaZ  Profession  : 

The  undersigned  respectfully  announces,  that  in  compliance  with  repeated  solicitations  from 
the  medical  profession,  he  has  undertaken  the  publication  of  an 


EDITED  33  "5T 


GEORGE  HENRY  FOX,  @  FREDERIC  R.  STURGIS. 


To  every  one  familiar  with  foreign  Hospital  Reports  and  Society  Transactions,  the  value  of 
illustrated  articles  is  evident.  While  in  this  country  there  is  no  dearth  of  medical  literature,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  many  interesting  cases,  especially  of  a  surgical  or  pathological  nature, 
are  imperfectly  reported,  or  remain  unrecorded,  for  lack  of  the  means  of  suitable  representation. 
It  is  the  object  of  the  proposed  “  Illustrated  Quarterly  ”  to  meet  this  defect.  It  is  hoped  that  by 
means  of  photographs  from  life,  chromo-lithographs,  and  engravings  of  the  highest  artistic  excel¬ 
lence,  much  valuable  and  instructive  material  may  be  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  Profession, 
which  has  heretofore  been  inaccessible. 

It  is  intended  to  offer  nothing  to  the  reader  but  original  matter ,  and  no  space  will  be  allotted 
to  translations,  extracts,  digests,  or  material  with  which  the  profession  is  already  well  supplied. 
In  order  to  command  the  best  talent,  all  contributions  which  are  accepted  will  be  liberally 
paid  for. 

The  names  of  the  editors  and  the  eminent  gentlemen  whose  co-operation  has  been  secured,  are 
such  as  to  ensure  a  publication  of  the  highest  character,  and  one  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  wel¬ 
comed  by  the  profession,  and  prove  a  valued  addition  to  American  Medical  Literature. 

The  ample  experience  of  the  publisher  in  the  production  of  lithographic  and  photographic 
work  has  been  such,  as  to  guarantee  the  prompt  and  satisfactory  appearance  of  the  proposed 
“  Quarterly ;  ”  in  this  connection  it  is  only  necessary  to  mention,  that  a  former  work  of  somewhat 
similar  character  (“  Photographic  Illustrations  of  Skin  Diseases”)  appeared  monthly,  during  two 
years,  without  interruption  or  delay. 

Each  number  of  the  “  Quarterly  ”  will  consist  of  four  quarto  plates,  printed  on  fine  quality 
of  cardboard,  10  x  12  inches,  with  twenty-four  or  more  quarto  pages  of  accompanying  text, 
printed  on  superfine  paper.  The  text  will  contain  descriptions  of  the  cases  represented  by  the 
plates,  and  other  papers,  illustrated  when  necessary,  by  means  of  wood  engravings. 

Served  by  mail  or  carrier  to  Yearly  Subscribers  only.  Price,  $8.  Payable,  if  de¬ 
sired,  in  Quarterly  payments  of  $2.  No  subscription  received  for  less  than  a  year. 


E.  B.  TREAT,  Publisher,  757  Broadway  and  No.  1  Clinton  Place,  New  York. 


The  two  years,  1882  and  1883,  are  bound  in  one  vol.,  half  morocco  Binding,  and  now  sold  at  $16.00 
complete,  sent  on  receipt  of  price. 


